THE SECOND  FIVE-YEAR PLAN
Siberia, Bashkiria, Far East, Kazakhstan, and Central Asia. About
half of the total investments in the new heavy industrial con-
structions were allocated to the Far Eastern areas.
Not only plants for the heavy industries, but also those for the
light and food industries were to be constructed in the hitherto
most backward areas; for instance, textile plants in Transcaucasia,
Siberia, and Central Asia, the Western District, etc.; new sugar
refineries in Western Siberia, Kirghizia, Transcaucasia, etc. In
general, all kinds of enterprises of the food, heavy and light indus-
tries were to be constructed in the basic regions producing the
required raw products.
Similar plans of development were outlined for transport,
municipal constructions, education, etc.
Above all, it was necessary in the course of the Second Five-Year
Plan to ensure the thorough mastery of modern machinery and
technique by the workers, to train a sufficiency of loyal Soviet
scientists and specialists, to raise the productivity of labour and
to reduce the cost of production.
Such was the broad outline of the plan, and we are now in a
position to gauge not only the success of the plan, but also the
whole achievements of the Soviets during the twenty years of the
existence of the Soviet Government.
Skilled workmen and technicians cannot, of course, be trained
overnight, and during the early years of the Second Five-Year
Plan Soviet economy was faced with a number of difficulties
arising from the lack of trained men to run the new modern enter-
prises. The result was that in these years the rate of increase in
output was lower than in preceding years. Thus, in 1933, the plan
for industry was not quite fulfilled, and the output of all industry
only increased by 8 -3 per cent as compared with 1932. But in 1934
the output of industry increased by 20 per cent as compared with
1933; in 1935 by 22 per cent as compared with 1934; in 1936 by
30 per cent as compared with 1935, and in 1937 by about 20 per
cent as compared with 1936. It should be borne in mind that every
per cent of increase in each succeeding year means a rising
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